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More people than 
ever are licensed con-

cealed carriers, but 
no place is it More 

iMportant than in de-
troit, the country’s  

Most dangerous city  

Rick Ector, NRA-certified firearms instruc-
tor at Rick’s Firearm Academy of Detroit, 
watched intently as Rhonda Beasely unhol-

stered and raised a Glock 17. Carefully moving her 
finger to the trigger, she then slowly squeezed it six 
times, putting six holes in the center mass of the pa-
per silhouette target. As with many students, Bease-
ly had been shooting well during this range session 
of the required pistol safety course for her concealed 
pistol license. This exercise was no exception. She 
took her finger off the trigger, holstered the gun and 
looked to the instructor for feedback. “Good job!” 
Ector said. “Practice has paid off!”

In crime-ridden Detroit, Michigan—tops in 
the Forbes Magazine 2008 list of most dangerous 
cities—Beasley represents a growing trend of resi-

dents who are obtaining concealed pistol licenses. 
According to the Michigan State Police, the State of 
Michigan in 2007 issued 6,058 concealed pistol li-
censes to residents in Wayne County, where Detroit 
is located. For 2007, that was the highest amount 
for any of Michigan’s 83 counties and an increase of 
369 from 2006 and 1,841 since Michigan became a 
“shall-issue” state in 2000.

DETROIT BODY COUNT
Anecdotally, Detroit’s status as a hotbed of ho-

micide is well known. One t-shirt design reads, 
“Welcome to Detroit: We hope you survive.” Anoth-
er shows two Desert Eagle pistols with the slogan, 
“Sorry we missed you. Catch you next time.” Plenty 
of hard data supports the stereotype, however, and 

paints a bleak picture. For example, a recent Federal 
Bureau of Investigation crime report listed 306 mur-
ders (and non-negligent manslaughters) in Detroit 
for 2008, out of a population of 905,783, for a rate of 
.03%. That’s down from 394 reported in Detroit by 
the FBI stats in 2007. Before celebrating what looks 
like a positive trend, however, note that Detroit po-
lice officials dispute the FBI’s 2008 numbers, argu-
ing that 306 is too low a number. 

In the 2008 data, four other cities in the U.S. 
had a higher number of incidents but because the 
populations are also greater, they had a lower overall 
murder percentage: Philadelphia (331 of 1,441,117, 
or .02%), Los Angeles (384 of 3,850,920 or .01%), 
Chicago (510 of 2,828,304 or .02%), and New York 
(523 out of 8,345,075 or .01%). Because of a host of 
variables, the FBI “cautions against comparing sta-
tistical data of individual reporting units from cit-
ies, metropolitan areas...”

STATISTICS AND REALITY
Other Detroit crime statistics such as violent 

crimes and property crimes showed a decline over 
the previous year. For Beasley, statistics hardly mat-
ter. “As a small business owner in Detroit, I’ve been a 
victim of a crime more than once,” she said, declin-
ing to elaborate. “So I am concerned about personal 
protection.” Since obtaining her CPL, Beasley has 
gone back to Ector for practice in shooting and safe 
gun handling. She’s also encouraged a lot of other 
women to look into the class. “I’m glad I have the 
CPL,” she says, “but I’m also glad I haven’t had to 
use it.”

Ector, himself the victim of a crime—”robbed at 
gunpoint by two teenagers in my own back yard”—
started his firearms training business in 2007 and 
says he’s seen a 25 percent increase in business over 
the past year. For him, Detroit’s history of violence 
is just one contributing factor to the growing inter-
est in concealed carry and gun safety classes. “When 
you consider that a lot of people have lost homes and 
jobs, credit is tight, and Detroit’s unemployment is 
the highest in the nation, many people now feel the 
need to be armed to protect themselves and their 
families,” he says.

According to Ector, tough gun laws lead to an 
increase in crime “due to the fact that law-abiding 
citizens are not able to own or carry firearms.” With 
Michigan being a “shall-issue” state, “I am glad that 
Detroiters are able to be licensed.”

MICHIGAN CARRY HISTORY
Prior to 2000, Michigan residents faced varying 

degrees of resistance to obtaining concealed pistol 
licenses, depending on where they lived. Chief Dave 
Hiller, national vice president of the Fraternal Or-
der of Police and a 37-year employee of the Detroit-
neighboring Grosse Pointe Park Department of 
Public Safety, remembers those days. “In Oakland 

County, it was a major ordeal to get a concealed pis-
tol license,” he says. “In Macomb County you could 
get a CPL if you could walk and chew gum at the 
same time; and in Wayne County the process took 
forever. This was unfair and we agreed that the law 
needed to be changed.”

Initially the FOP had concerns about a lot of 
people getting guns without having any experi-
ence or training. “Thankfully, our expectations in 
terms of having more citizens with guns causing an 
increasing in shootings were not met,” says Hiller. 
“There has not been an outpouring of shooting re-
lated problems since the CPL law was changed.” At 
the same time, Hiller doubts the relative success of 
the state’s CPL program will matter much. “The ho-
micide rate won’t change if people have CPLs and 
firearms.” In the majority of homicides, he says, the 
perpetrator knows the victim and it’s a crime of pas-
sion. “You can’t thwart that with a concealed fire-
arm.”

Further, he says, armed citizens are not go-
ing to stop a hold-up in progress. Undercover po-
lice officers, armed and educated in how to handle 
these kinds of scenarios, don’t even do that, he says. 
“We’ve been watching a little too much ‘CSI’ and 
not dealing in reality if we think that having a con-
cealed firearm available is going to stop these kinds 
of crimes.”

THE NEED FOR TRAINING
According to Michigan’s Concealed Pistol Li-

cense application, residents who apply for a con-
cealed weapons license must complete a pistol train-
ing course which covers the following topics: safe 
storage, use, and handling of a pistol; ammunition 
knowledge and the fundamentals of pistol shoot-
ing; pistol shooting positions; firearms and the law, 
including civil liability issues and the use of deadly 
force (this portion must be taught by an attorney or 
a person trained in the use of deadly force); avoiding 
criminal attack and controlling a violent confron-
tation; all laws that apply to carrying a concealed 
pistol in Michigan; and at least five hours of instruc-
tion and three hours of range time that requires fir-
ing at least 30 rounds of ammunition.

Michael Grigsby has served for eight years as a 
police officer for Hazel Park, Mich., a city of just 
over 18,000 on the outskirts of Detroit, and shares 
Hiller’s concern for adequate training. Speaking for 
himself, “As a police officer, every situation I go into 
already has one gun involved -- mine. I’ve trained 
with it and know my limitations. I’m a major pro-
ponent of the Second Amendment and can live with 
the Michigan concealed pistol law as written. Now, 
however, I have to consider that there’s the poten-
tial of more guns being involved in an incident by 
people with minimal training.” 

Hiller acknowledges that the NRA training in 
Michigan CPL classes is adequate but says it should 

be material that is re-trained or renewed every year. 
“We demand more training of senior citizens to 
keep their driver’s licenses than we do for them to 
maintain a CPL,” he says. Grigsby agrees: “I would 
be far more comfortable with civilian concealed 
carry if there were a more thorough initial training 
along with an annual refresher course and a review 
board for each CPL application.”

TRENDS AND PENDING LEGISLATION
In addition to the 6,058 licenses issued by the 

State of Michigan to Wayne County residents in 
2008, the data show 9,422 applications received, up 
from 7,411 in 2007. In addition, 2,922 applications 
were pending in 2008, two had been withdrawn, and 
440 had been denied. The state revoked 110 licenses 
that year, 97 of them for a felony or misdemeanor 
charge. Four CPL holders were charged with mur-
der (two for first degree; two for second degree). 
In only one of those four instances was the person 
charged with murder known to have their registered 
firearm.

In addition to Wayne County’s steady increase in 
applications for concealed pistol licenses, a handful 
of bills have been introduced in the Michigan Leg-
islature that would expand rights of concealed carry 
pistol license holders in Michigan. These bills would 
prohibit employers from firing employees who safely 
and lawfully store their firearms in locked vehicles 
and broaden carry rights on college and university 
campuses.

OVERALL DECREASE IN CRIME
As noted, the FBI reported an overall decrease in 

crime in Detroit in 2008: Violent crime was down 
to 17,428 from 19,708 in 2007. Property crime was 
down to 53,095 from 58,302 in 2007. According to 
Hiller the change is due to “diligent officer patrols 
and an aware citizenry.”

For Ector, the students coming through his con-
cealed pistol license and gun safety classes contrib-
ute to a safer community. “More guns in the hands 
of trained citizens means less crime,” he says. “This 
is the truth about firearms and I’m on a mission to 
share it with anyone who will listen.” Ector says his 
firearms training business is going well; he’s teach-
ing his classes every other week instead of every 
three weeks. “It has been an uphill battle at times,” 
he says, “but I am getting the message out and peo-
ple are responding.”

--Mark Kakkuri is a freelance writer in Oxford, Mich-
igan.




